
Lamberton EDA Minutes 
December 14, 2020 ● 5:15 p.m. 

 
The Lamberton EDA met in the city office social distancing and others thru a go meeting ap on 

December 14, 2020 with Board Members L. Sik, M. Bents, R. Arkell, L. Bittner and C. Stavnes 

were present.  B. Bartholomaus joined after the meeting started.  Others in attendance were:  

Madonna Peterson, Matt Novak and Robin Weis. 

 

Chair Arkell called the meeting to order. Nothing added to the agenda.  Motion carried.   

 

With Matt Novak and Robin Weis joining our meeting, we are going to move the Old Business 

topic Lamberton Meat Building to the top of the meeting as well as the New Business topic of 

Southside addition.  Matt opened the discussion with going over his Title Opinion on the 

building.  The property title is clean for the most part except for the outstanding property taxes.  

Robin from SWRDC mentioned that the approval at their Board is a warranty deed to the EDA 

and have the new owner apply for property tax forgiveness.  After further discussion a motion 

by B. Bartholomaus to do what is necessary take ownership of the building & if we can pay the 

taxes and then proceed with county reimbursement of property tax forgiveness.  Bartholomaus 

amended the original motion by stating to do what it takes to take ownership of the property 

and pay the property taxes if redwood county makes us and then take measures to apply to get 

those forgiven or reimbursed.  Seconded by Sik on the motion and amended motion.  Motion 

passes on a vote of 4-2.  Next Matt Novak briefly covered the Southside Second Addition 

covenants by stating that they are good but not the best that he has seen.  There have been 

some questions on the covenants prior.  The EDA doesn’t own the properties but do make 

recommendations for changes or enforcement.  Any adjustments to the covenants will need to 

be forwarded to the City for final approval.         

 

A motion by C. Stavnes and seconded by B. Bartholomaus to approve the November 9, 2020 

minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

Madonna discussed the treasurer report and Administration report together.  Madonna 

discussed the two delinquent loans and mentioned that there were 90-day letters sent out.  

Arkell asked about any contact from Mile’s Auto.  Peterson said that she was going to cover 

that in the administration section of the agenda but can now.  She continued by saying that 

Schaffran did contact her via Facebook about getting notice of a letter, Peterson explained that 

she did get back to him the following day about the letter and Schaffran said thanks.  Sik did say 

that Schaffran contacted him about the certified letter and as usual the conversation went as 

trying to catch up and Sik told him that he isn’t fair behind and monthly payments would be 

best for him.  Stavnes asked the question about the Miles loan collateral and if he still has the 

collateral.  It was stated that you can’t transfer title without the financial institution releasing 

the collateral.  It was questions to Bents about the repo process.  It has been a long time since 



he had went thru this process.  Usually hiring a repo guy after sending out final demand letter.  

After some discussion a motion by Arkell and a second by Sik to have Peterson and Bents to talk 

to Miles to get a $1,500 payment to the EDA and get set up on automatic payments and have a 

update at the next EDA meeting.  Motion carried.  A motion by Bittner and seconded by Sik to 

approve the Treasurers report.  Motion carried. 

 

Peterson mentioned to the EDA Board that there is a demolition loan program that is available 

to help with the Lamberton Meats Building.  Usually is termed out over 10 years and some can 

be forgiven if redeveloped. 

 

There is an EDA board opening for C. Wetter.  There was no filing for that position done in the 

election process.  At this point the EDA board will need to start solicitating for that position.  Sik 

did mention that it is out on the website and in the paper last month with no applications.  

Bents mentioned that prior Tim Helmer was contacted, but not able to make a meeting.   

 

In Old Business, Lamberton Meats Building was discussed about moving forward in the process 

per the previous motion in the meeting.  Also, an estimate on demolition will be started and 

other property in the building.  It was mentioned that Robin Weis said that the financing bank 

has a lien on all property.  Peterson suggested that we should get the keys upon the EDA 

getting ownership and locking it down.  

 

The Guggisberg Building owners was in contact with Madonna thru email.  Discussion was done 

that the EDA would take the building off their hands if they wanted to.  A motion by Arkell and 

a second by Stavnes to have Madonna respond to their email saying that we will take the 

property off their hands now that we have acquired the property next door. Motion carried. 

 

Next on the agenda was the Southside Second Addition Covenants.  Madonna had received one 

response to her covenant worksheet that was emailed to all board members.  It was returned 

by Bartholomaus.  She also received one from Gregg Benedict that lives in the addition.  Craig 

Wetter stopped in and talked to Madonna.  There was discussion on getting the covenants 

looked at and concerns in the open on this.  Madonna did mention that these worksheets have 

a deadline on January 1, 2021.  Madonna suggested that we take each article and discuss each 

separately at an EDA meeting and a special meeting.    

 

In New Business, there was discussion by Stavnes and Bartholomaus about the possibility of 

getting the lots out there using other sources to get more exposure to help sell these lots.  

There would be some costs for this.  The City does own the lots and it should be brought to 

their attention about the EDA’s concern on the sale of future lots.  

 

There was a concern of the current meeting’s being on the computers.  It was discussed that we 

could meet in the Community Center as long as we social distance and/or wear masks for 



meetings.  It was moved by Arkell and seconded by Stavnes to have the next EDA meeting on 

January 11, 2021 at the Community Center.  Motion carried.  A notice will have to be done to 

show the change of the EDA meeting for the public.   

 

There being no other business, Sik moved and Bartholomaus seconded to adjourn the meeting.             

 

The next EDA meeting is scheduled for Monday January 11, 2020 @ 5:15 p.m. at the 

Community Center. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael Bents, Secretary 

 


