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	The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Lamberton was held on April 10th, 2017, in the City Office at 7:00 pm.

	Members present for all or part of the meeting were Mayor Bill Schaffran, Councilmembers Darrell Knutson, Terry Neperman, Lydell Sik, Dave Irlbeck and Clerk Flaig.

	Mayor Bill Schaffran called the meeting to order.  On motion by Irlbeck, seconded by Neperman, the council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the March meetings.

  On motion by Neperman, seconded by Sik, the council voted unanimously to approve claims #14637 through #14687 in the amount of $40,267.97.

The Open Book/Board of Review for property tax values has been set for April 19th at 10:00 am at the Redwood County Government Center.  It will be asked that the value on the clinic building be reduced to be more in line with other commercial buildings.  

Chief Hacker gave the police report.  Had talked to people about posts made on Facebook about dogs barking.  No complaints have been filed.  Evidence was compromised when office was cleaned.  New locks were installed so that this will not happen in the future.  The department has updated the police cell phone and the jetpack for the police car.  He and Colby Davis are completing First Responder refresher class.  The council discussed where tickets were issued to a non-city resident and patrolling outside the city.  This matter will be dealt with by Chief Hacker.  

Brian Pfarr talked to the council about concerns that he had regarding the proposal by the MN DNR to replace the dam at Kuhar Park.  He had not been able to attend the March 27th meeting and had questions that he would like the DNR to answer.  Information from the March 27th meeting was that the DNR had applied for funding for removal of the three dams five years ago and had received funding in the amount of $850,000 in October of 2016.  Funding is for work on all three dams and would have to be amended if work did not proceed on all three.  There are only minor issues with the Kuhar Park Dam.  The funding is based on habitat restoration as removal of the dams would allow aquatic species to move upstream instead of being held back by the dam.  The DNR stated that there are replacement designs for the dams that would allow species to move upstream and still maintain water levels.  Brian questioned the riffle that have been proposed would be able to maintain the current water level.  He was also concerned about who would be responsible for any maintenance cost and if the dam could be incorporated into the proposed design. The council would like to explore the proposal further but is concerned about a number of these issues. Councilmember Knutson introduced the following resolution  which was duly seconded by Councilmember Sik. 
Participation in the Department of Natural Resources
Dam Replacement project on Cottonwood River

WHEREAS, the City of Lamberton owns a dam on the Cottonwood River located at Kuhar Park;
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is interested in replacing this dam and the dam at the Soldiers and Sailors Park in Sanborn and a dam at the Farmers Golf and Health Club in Sanborn;
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has procured financing to replace the three dams with formations that do not block the free movement of fish on the river.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Lamberton is interested in participating in this project if plans that meet the approval of the Lamberton City Council can be agreed upon by all parties.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City of Lamberton shall not be required to contribute to the cost of this project unless they so choose.
 The resolution was adopted with all member voting yes.

The Council was also informed about work being done on the Conditional Use Application required by the county for the Kuhar Park project. 

Dust Control for the Park and for 1st Avenue was discussed.  On motion by Neperman, seconded by Irlbeck, the council voted unanimously to proceed with dust control as in previous year except to reduce the area in Kuhar Park to the areas by the shelters since construction will be taking place this summer.

The appliance and electronic pickup will be held on May 6th with the Spring Cleanup day set for May 20th.

Justin Thram gave the maintenance report.  Tony Sauer has started work.  City staff will be attending Certified Pool Operators classes for the swimming pool.  Needed traffic signs have been ordered.  He presented information about mower replacement.  The cost for a new JD Z960M mower with trade in of the Toro mower was $6,000 and with trading in the newer John Deere mower was $3,250.  On motion by Sik, seconded by Neperman, the council voted unanimously to purchase the new mower and trade in the Toro mower. Work will begin soon on preparing the swimming pool for this season.  On motion by Irlbeck, seconded by Sik, the council voted to hire Mindi Hesse as manager for the pool.  Justin submitted bids for replacement of the main meter in the pump house at a cost of $3,250.  On motion by Sik, seconded by Irlbeck, the council voted unanimously to approve the purchase. 

Clerk Flaig informed the council of item that were presented at the League of MN Cities regional meeting.  One item dealt with the Community Center.  On motion by Sik, seconded by Knutson, the council unanimously voted to approve developing a rental agreement form to be completed by anyone renting the Community Center.  

On motion by Knutson, seconded by Neperman, the council voted unanimously to approve the financial report including donations, operating transfers, new vendors and payment of between meeting bills in the amount of $18,165.52.

On motion by Sik, seconded by Knutson, the council voted unanimously to approve new policies regarding Computer use, Social Media and Website Use, Fire Department and EMS Social Media and Digital Images Policy, and Data Response Plan.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,				Approved,
Steven Flaig, Clerk					Bill Schaffran, Mayor


____________________________		_________________________
